
572 No waste of time 
 
In response to the turbulent times in which we are living, our recent 
Reflections have been emphasising the deep security granted to all 
Christ-believers. In Christ we are “grounded and settled” (Colossians 
1.23); our sins have been judged already, by Christ on the cross 
(Romans 5.1-2; 8.1-2); as Gentile believers we already have a share in 
the “eternal excellency, a joy of many generations” which the Lord has 
promised to believing Israel (Isaiah 60.15b); by our belief that Jesus is 
the Son of God we are made “overcomers of the world” (I John 5.4-5); 
and our Christ-based hope gives us that “anchor for the soul, both sure 
and stedfast” (Hebrews 6.19). 

Let us rest within these solid securities as we consider this time the old 
questions over why the Lord God does not always answer our prayers 
as we would wish! After all, in the Gospels and in the Epistles we are 
assured that our prayers are worthwhile, with no reason on our part to 
neglect them (egs., Matthew 6.5-13 / John 14.13-14 / Ephesians 6.18 / 
Philippians 4.6 / I Thessalonians 5.17 / James 5.14-18). Such 
instructions have no place if our prayers seem to be, as may happen 
sometimes from our side, a waste of breath!  

We have various scriptural precedents as to apparently-unanswered 
prayers. The Book of Job has Job and his three pals (“miserable 
comforters”! (16.2b, KJV)) wrestling with why the Lord has allowed all 
those misfortunes to befall poor Job, who “was perfect and upright, and 
one that feared God, and eschewed evil” (Job 1.1). The book reaches its 
climax in Chapters 38-41, starting with the rather ominous words “Then 
the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind …”! (from 38.1). The Lord’s 
answer concerning Job’s sufferings in one sense is no answer at all, yet 
at the same time it is the supreme answer to all our questions and gives 
us really all we need to know: in essence His answer is simply - “I am 
the LORD”. Job humbly accepts (42.1-6), and the Lord in response ticks 
off Job’s three well-meaning friends, bids Job to pray for them, and then 
abundantly blesses Job once more (42.7-17).  

The Lord’s answer to Job reminds us of those key words in Isaiah 55.8-9 
– that the thoughts and ways and divine will of Almighty God are far, far 
higher than our thoughts and ways and wills. In the times when we 
“haven’t the foggiest” as to what the Lord is doing or not doing, we are 
bidden simply to remember that He is the LORD, that we remain 



precious to Him even when that seems to be nonsense, and that – 
mercifully! - He knows what He is doing and He does know what is best 
(egs., Exodus 3.14 / Psalm 139 / Matthew 10.29-31 / John 8.58 / I 
Corinthians 15.8-10). 

The ultimate unanswered prayer in the Bible is surely that uttered by the 
Lord Jesus to His heavenly Father in Gethsemane (Luke 22.39-46 and 
parallels). The Father would not and did not “remove this cup” from His 
precious Son – for they both knew that Jesus simply had to “drink of that 
cup” as “the Lamb of God”, thereby “taking away the sins of the world” 
(from John 1.29): that is, in loving obedience to His Father’s bidding, 
Jesus allowed His Father to lay upon His Son’s sinless shoulders “the 
iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53.4-12 / Hebrews 2.14-17). Those awful hours 
on the cross were agony for both Father and Son, but they saw it 
through together, leading to Jesus’ final victory cry, “It is finished” – done, 
achieved, and irrevocable! (John 19.30). 

Later we learn of Paul’s “thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to 
buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure”, which Paul asked 
the Lord three times to take away (from II Corinthians 12.7-8). Here is a 
case of the Lord saying a repeated yet loving No to Paul’s longing for 
healing from this “thorn”, whatever this thorn was. Its continued 
presence kept Paul humble after the extraordinary blessing of his being 
“caught up to the third heaven” (12.2-6), and obliged him to rely on the 
Lord’s gracious words of assurance, “My grace is sufficient for thee: for 
my strength is made perfect in weakness” (12.9a / and eg., Isaiah 26.3-
4). 

When the Lord seems to be “dragging His feet” over granting our 
prayers, may we first take steps to ensure that our own “abiding in 
Christ” is sound, with no harboured sins provoking the Lord’s 
chastisements (John 15.1-8 / and eg., Hebrews 12.4-13). We rest in our 
Christ-won blessings, we claim the promises, we “pray without ceasing”, 
and we “rejoice in the Lord”. For, yes indeed, the Lord God is “I AM 
THAT I AM”, whose gracious, overarching will shall come to pass (eg., 
Isaiah 55.11). Meanwhile NOTHING “shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8.39); thus, 
praise God, no prayer we lift in Christ’s Name before the throne of grace 
is a waste of time - for Almighty God our heavenly Father, or for us. 
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