
553 A Vessel of Mercy 
 
We have been deeply shocked in recent days to hear of the crimes, let 
alone the sins, of a young nurse by name of Lucy Letby. The court has 
found that, for reasons best known to herself, this young woman wilfully 
murdered six babies and tried to murder seven more during her nursing 
shifts at the Countess of Chester Hospital, and these cases may be just 
“the tip of an iceberg”. Whatever the causes that led to these foul deeds, 
Lucy Letby has been sentenced to a “whole-life tariff”, meaning that she 
now faces the rest of her life in prison – (not a scripturally-based 
punishment; for example, Genesis 9.5-6, as a pre-covenant creation 
principle, still stands). 
 
At some stage of our reactions to this nurse and her sinful behaviour, 
Christian concern needs to enter the scene. Such concern has nothing 
to do with our diminishing the enormity of her deeds, or with our trying to 
“let her off the hook”. Rather it has everything to do with our seeking to 
regard Lucy Letby and her deeds in their scriptural context.  
 
First we recognise that she is “of us”, “made in God’s image” along with 
the rest of us; we have no scriptural permission to banish this woman 
from her membership of the human race, no matter how repelled we are 
by her deeds. As such, we recognise that she is a fellow sinner along 
with everyone else - “For all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of 
God” (Romans 3.23, KJV). By her own admission in her diaries, she 
wrote “I am evil”, conscious on the one hand of her appalling conduct, 
yet on the other hand of her inability or unwillingness to stop this conduct 
and confess all, to the parents, to colleagues, to wider society, and to 
Almighty God her Creator.  
 
It follows that whatever foul seeds in the depths of her being, which have 
sprouted in all their wickedness to produce these foul deeds, might be 
deep and dormant within any of us. This truth may be hard for us to take! 
– but it is only by God’s grace in Christ, constantly manifested to us in so 
many ways, that most of us come nowhere near behaving with such 
Letby-type wickedness. Clearly, each of us, along with Lucy Letby, is in 
equal need of redemption and forgiveness by God the Father, which He 
freely grants, on account of Jesus’ sinless blood shed on our behalf, to 
any who seek His mercies through faith in Christ. As the prayer of 
confession in the Prayer Book Holy Communion service puts it – “Have 
mercy upon us, Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; for thy Son 
our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, Forgive us all that is past; and grant that 



we may ever hereafter Serve and please thee In newness of life, To the 
honour and glory of thy Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen”. 
 
This means that God’s merciful forgiveness of Lucy Letby is already in 
place, sitting there, waiting to be sought and claimed by the offender, for 
the Lord Jesus Christ, “the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 
the world” (John 1.29b) has already paid her debt – and our debts too. 
The tragedy is that for so many, their forgiveness just sits there 
unclaimed, on the divine shelf as it were, until the not-yet-forgiven 
sinners face their Maker still “bearing their own iniquity” (egs., Jeremiah 
31.30a / Titus 2.11-14).  
 
So, perhaps having to swallow hard, we are to pray for Lucy Letby, for 
we can only imagine her present state, having been exposed before the 
world and now facing prison and her fellow prisoners for decades to 
come. May she, by the utter grace of God the Father, be granted faith in 
Christ, and through Him, repentance, confession, forgiveness, salvation 
and - what a precious irony this would be – new birth (John 3.3-8). Thus 
so, may her life become in Christ “a vessel of mercy” rather than “a 
vessel of wrath” (from Romans 9.22-23), a life at last of true service, 
under the Lord, to others around her, and a compelling day-by-day 
testimony to the “amazing grace” of the saving Gospel of Christ.  
 
We pray too for her parents, friends and former colleagues. We pray for 
her victims’ families, that, if and when Lucy Letby humbly repents before 
them and asks for their forgiveness, they will somehow be given the 
grace to grant that forgiveness. We pray also for the prison staff, 
including the Christian chaplains, as they try to bring some purpose and 
hope in this all-round sinful, tragic situation. “With God all things are 
possible” (Matthew 19.26b). 
 
Let us finish with words from John Newton’s well-loved hymn, as we 
claim in our prayers the Lord’s “amazing grace” for Lucy Letby, and for 
all affected by her dreadful deeds in times past and to come - “Amazing 
grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me - I once was 
lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see”.  
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