
520 Waiting and Watching 
 
Our two previous Reflections have dwelt on the rich blessing of 
“Emmanuel, God with us”, and then on the far more dubious “blessing” 
of “Big Brother, GCHQ with us”. In short, we are being constantly 
watched, both by our trustworthy Creator and by our far-less-trustworthy 
State. 
 
At the same time, the Lord’s redeemed people are to be faithful 
watchers themselves. In Isaiah 21.11b we read for instance, 
“Watchman, what of the night?”. This watchman’s task was to be on 
guard through the night, awake and alert, peering and listening, ready to 
warn the people within his care in the village of any danger or threat.  
 
To start with on a personal level, we are obviously to watch our own 
lives, the use of our time, gifts and money for instance, plus that ever-
ready pitfall, our speech. “Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; keep 
the door of my lips … be ye holy in all manner of conversation” (from 
Psalm 141.3 / I Peter 1.15b, KJV). What grief can be caused by reckless 
speech, be that spoken or written, and oh, that those in public life would 
pay heed! 
 
We must watch also against the enemy – “For we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood … Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” 
(from Ephesians 6.12a & I Peter 5.8). Satan is still steadily involved in 
his mischief-making wherever he is given opportunity, often aided by his 
being forgotten about or dismissed as some outdated fairy-tale villain. As 
we watchmen glance around the nations of the world, we clearly see the 
devil’s handiwork, and the folly of ignoring him and his activities: “whom 
resist, stedfast in the faith” (I Peter 5.9a / (see also I Corinthians 15.57)). 
 
Now we come on to watching for the Lord Jesus’ two-part return. 
Concerning the first part of that return, (when He comes to raise His 
“called-out” Christ-believing saints, both the physically dead and the 
physically still living, to “meet Him in the air” (I Thessalonians 4.17b), He 
is quite clear. That return, marking the start of the judgmental period 
known as “the day of the Lord”, will come as “a thief in the night” (I 
Thessalonians 5.2), and “sudden destruction” will come upon those who 
are unprepared - “they shall not escape” (from 5.3b). But the Lord’s 
people are “not in darkness” but are “the children of the light and … of 
the day” (from 5.4-5). So instead of sleeping we are to “watch and be 
sober” (5.6b). 



 
In practice that “sober watching” means both an awareness on our part 
of the promises of the Lord in these matters, and a humble 
understanding, as well as we are able, of where He is up to in fulfilling 
those promises. As is sometimes mentioned in these Reflections, Israel, 
Jerusalem and the Temple Mount are key indicators as to His progress. 
As we wait, we are to “be careful for nothing … continue in prayer, and 
watch in the same with thanksgiving … Wherefore gird up the loins of 
your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be 
brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (from Philippians 4.6a 
/ Colossians 4.2 / I Peter 1.13). 
 
The second part of Jesus’ return, at the end of the 7-year tribulation and 
affecting the Jews, the apostate Church and the Gentile nations, will be 
foreshadowed by many visible signs (unlike His coming earlier for His 
saints, which happens with little warning). These signs involve changes 
in the sun, moon and stars, “the sign of the Son of man” appearing in 
heaven, followed by “the Son of man coming in the clouds in great 
glory”. The “elect”, (the Christ-accepting Jews, and Gentiles saved 
during the tribulation), will then be gathered from the four winds, from 
one end of heaven to the other” (from Matthew 24.29-31). Regarding this 
spectacular public return that is yet to come, Jesus warns His mainly 
Jewish followers - “take heed to yourselves” lest “that day come upon 
you unawares. Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be 
accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and 
to stand before the Son of man” (from Luke 21.34-36). 
 
So the Lord’s people, be they of Gentile or of Jewish background, are to 
be faithful watchmen, girded and ready, looking, listening, waiting and 
warning. The Christian saints of the Church await being raised, with few 
public signs given beforehand, to “meet the Lord in the air”; and the 
Christ-believing Jews await their Messiah, the Son of man, coming, after 
mighty heavenly signs, in great glory.  
 
Either way, Jesus has promised, “My sheep hear my voice … I give 
them eternal life … they shall never perish, neither shall any [man] pluck 
them out of my hand” (from John 10.27-28).  
 
Thanks be to God, we wait and watch with purpose, and our waiting and 
watching shall not be in vain. 
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