
499 Reserved in heaven for you 
 
“Where shall wisdom be found?” asked Job, to which the answer, in its 
scriptural nutshell, is that wisdom is to be found solely in God the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, as graciously revealed to us in the Holy 
Bible, the Word of God  
 
We are clearly now living in increasingly dangerous times, and with good 
reason “men’s hearts are failing them for fear, and for looking after those 
things which are coming on the earth” (Luke 21.26a). For the many who 
are still detached from Almighty God, because their sins are as yet 
unforgiven in Christ, the outlook is indeed bleak; and while democracy 
has its plus-points, at its heart there remains one great weakness - the 
lack of the vital, fixed moral reference point that lies above and beyond 
itself, namely the Word of God.  
 
In contrast to Man’s efforts, crucially, all is under God’s control. Nothing 
will happen without either His allowance (as He permits the 
consequences of Man’s sin to run further and further into chaos), and/or 
His direct divine action, in the form of stark warnings followed eventually 
by His long-heralded judgments. From all that is now going on around us 
in the world, it seems we are currently in such a period of divine 
warnings, which are a call for peoples and nations to return to “the God 
of our fathers” via faith in the risen Christ (Acts 5.30). By this call both 
God’s mercy and Man’s sin are clearly exposed. 
  
The Lord God has clearly set out before us in His Word the divine path 
ahead reaching onward to its glorious conclusions. To ensure that we 
are properly informed and capable of speaking of these matters when 
appropriate, here in brief is a reminder of the scriptural headlines of what 
is yet to come, (omitting references this time to save space; these have 
been given often in previous Reflections, (eg., most recently, 494 
“Seventy weeks are determined” (Faith & Topicals” subfolder), and can 
be easily found via a Concordance).  
 
Here we go, with a string of “Thens”: first, growing sinful chaos, with 
divine warnings – that seems to be a good description of right now; then 
the seizing-away of the true Church; then the 7-year tribulation, a period 
of judgment on the Jews, the Gentile nations and the apostate church; 
then the return of Christ in glory and judgment; then the establishment of 
God’s millennial kingdom on earth under the rulership of Christ in 
Jerusalem; then Satan’s last efforts, followed by the judgment before the 
great white throne; then “a new heaven and a new earth”, with “the holy 



city, new Jerusalem”, bringing the ultimate blessings of “the eternal 
state”.  
 
Truly, “the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ … hath begotten us 
again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, To an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reserved in heaven for you, Who are kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time” (from I 
Peter 1.3-5, KJV). In the following chapter the Holy Spirit through Peter 
further stresses our present-day spiritual status through Christ: “lively 
stones … a spiritual house, an holy priesthood … a chosen generation, 
a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people … now the people 
of God … now have obtained mercy … strangers and pilgrims … are 
now returned to the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls” (from I Peter 
2.5-25). Quite a list, and none of it earned or deserved! 
 
In view of these awesome prospects and blessings, bestowed upon us 
by God the Father through his Son Jesus Christ, and “reserved in 
heaven” for us, let us note some of the practical teaching which follows 
in the first chapter of I Peter. “Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, 
be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto 
you at the revelation of Jesus Christ … As obedient children … be ye 
holy in all manner of conversation … pass the time of your sojourning 
[here] in fear … love one another with a pure heart fervently: Being born 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, 
which liveth and abideth for ever … the word of the Lord endureth for 
ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you” 
(from I Peter 1.13-25). 
 
Those in Christ are very, very deeply blessed by God the Father. May 
our knowledge of these present and future blessings in Christ always 
shape our very characters, speech and behaviour. We are redeemed 
people of joy, hope, love and thankfulness, yet also of awareness and 
responsibility. For we are still living among the “multitudes, multitudes in 
the valley of decision” (Joel 3.14a) who are yet to accept the gift of 
“peace with God” by faith in our Lord Jesus Christ (from Romans 5.1). 
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