
488 Thy will be done 
 
During the Last Supper we read that Jesus, who was “troubled in spirit”, 
gave a special “morsel” of food to Judas Iscariot. “And after the morsel, 
then Satan entered into that one. Then Jesus said to him, What you do, 
do it quickly” (from John 13.21b, 26b-27, JPGreen Literal)). Next, in 
verse 30, “Then, receiving the morsel, that one immediately went out. 
And it was night”. Satan was getting to work, the betrayal had begun. 
 
Jesus’ reaction is highly significant for us, for after Judas had gone He 
then said: “Now the Son of man has been glorified, and God has been 
glorified in Him” (v.31, Literal). First, taking us back to our school days, 
we note the “tense” and “voice” of the verb which Jesus uses twice here 
- “has been glorified” - concerning Himself and His Father: The tense is 
“aorist”, which means a past event with continuing effect, and the voice 
is “passive”, which means something has now happened TO the Father 
and the Son. So what is Jesus meaning? What has just happened in 
terms of this twin-glorifying of Father and Son? 
 
The answer is found in John 12.27-28 with these words of Jesus – “And 
My soul is troubled, and what may I say? Father, save Me out of this 
hour? But because of this I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name. 
Then a voice came out of heaven, I both glorified (it), and I will glorify (it) 
again” (Literal). Here the verb “glorified” is also aorist tense and then 
future tense, but this time it is active voice – God the Father has glorified 
His own Name. But this glorifying has been triggered by Jesus! - first by 
Jesus’ asking that the Father’s Name be glorified, and second, crucially, 
by Jesus showing His loving acceptance of His Father’s will. 
 
So now we have the key to what is going on with Judas at the Last 
Supper, for this is the moment when Jesus is giving an irreversible, 
threefold Yes. He says to His Father, “Yes, I will go through with this, I 
will lovingly obey your will”. He says to Satan, who is as ever “hanging 
around” close by (as we came across last week), “Yes, I allow you to do 
your worst”. And He says to Judas, “Yes, go and get on with it”. 
 
In so doing, the Father receives glory from His Son, because of His 
Son’s loving obedience; and in loving response, the Father then gives 
glory to His Son. This explains those two passive verbs in John 13.31, 
for Father and Son are indeed each receivers of glory from the other, 
(passive verb), yet each also is doing the giving to the other (active 
verb), Jesus, by His obedience, and the Father, by His gratitude. 
 



What does all this mean for the likes of us?! Firstly – we come second! A 
brief picture makes the point. In the centre of a dartboard is a small 
circle, the bullseye: we can think of this as representing the Godhead 
Himself, in which there is an eternal interplay of mutual love and glory 
between Father, Son and Holy Spirit. That central circle is surrounded by 
a slightly larger circle: we can think of this as representing both the 
Church, loved by Christ (eg., Ephesians 5.25-27), and individuals within 
that Church, also loved by Christ (eg., Galatians 2.20). 
 
This dartboard picture shows us that Jesus’ first priority was and is His 
glorifying His Father within the central circle. So in His Gethsemane 
prayers, Jesus’ focus is not at that time on those of us in the “outer 
circle”, (even though enabling our salvation was central to what was 
going on). Instead He struggles between His own will – to run for it – and 
His Father’s will - to stay faithful to His Father and see this business 
through. By God’s grace Jesus held firm – “nevertheless, not my will but 
thine be done” - thereby His giving glory to, and then receiving glory 
from, His grateful Father (egs., Luke 22.42 / Philippians 2.5-11). 
 
Arising secondly from all this is great blessing for those in that outer 
circle, blessing which comes from all that God the Father has achieved 
through His Son’s faithful obedience. As a result, Christ-redeemed 
sinners such as ourselves are being steadily drawn, by the Holy Spirit’s 
sanctifying work, into the divine life represented by that bullseye inner 
circle (egs., John 17.20-24 / Romans 5.1-2 / I Corinthians 1.9 / II 
Corinthians 3.18 / I John 1.3). As part of this process, by our keeping 
Christ’s commandments we abide in the Christ-Vine and we bear much 
fruit – and therein is our Father glorified (egs., John 14.21,23; 15.8-12).  
 
We have seen this time that Jesus’ chief desire is to bring glory to His 
Father by His loving obedience. May our chief desire be just the same, 
to bring glory to Almighty God our heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord and Saviour, by our keeping to those simple words, “Thy will be 
done”. 
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