
464 The stranger, the sojourner 
 
Large-scale migration into Europe from parts of Africa and the Middle 
East steadily continues, kept in the news headlines by the recent tragic 
drownings in the English Channel and the sight of thousands of migrants 
facing a high fence and armed soldiers on the Polish border. There is 
clearly “no quick fix” to this situation, as is evident by the politicians’ 
inability to bring things under control, so as always we do well to come 
prayerfully to the Lord and His Word for His guidance. 
 
The scriptural guidance that is most relevant for us in all this concerns 
the Lord’s instructions to the children of Israel as to how they were to 
treat the “immigrants” of their day, frequently described in the KJV as 
“strangers” or “sojourners”. 
 
First and foremost, all those in genuine need, (notably both “the 
strangers and the sojourners” and “the fatherless and the widows”) were 
to be treated with kindness and compassion, summed up in the second 
of “the two great commandments” - “Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself” (Leviticus 19.18). Not surprisingly, this command is firmly 
emphasised by the Lord Jesus (eg., Matthew 19.19; 22.39 / Luke 
10.29,36-37) and in the Epistles specifically or by implication (egs., 
Romans 12.15 / 13.9 / Galatians 5.14; 6.2 / Philippians 2.4).  
 
Perhaps the most poignant New Testament passage on this theme 
concerns these words of Jesus - “I was an hungred ... I was thirsty ... I 
was a stranger, and ye took me in” (from Matthew 25.35, 40). After 
Jesus, “the Son of man”, has come in glory at the end of the great 
tribulation (Matthew 24.21-22; 29-31), He will judge the sheep and goat 
nations according to their treatment of the Jews, “my brethren”, before 
and during the tribulation (Matthew 25.31-46).  
 
Then from Scripture we come to two important conditions regarding “the 
stranger and sojourner”: first, the in-comers are to be in genuine need; 
and second, they are to be willing to fit in with the laws and customs of 
the host society. In Moses’ day for instance, everyone in the land, be 
they homeborn or “strangers”, were to “eat nothing leavened” during the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread (from Exodus 12.19b-20). No “stranger, 
foreigner or hired servant” was to attend the Passover (eg., Exodus 
12.43b, 45), but he could so attend if he and his family accepted 
circumcision (12.48). The key point is clearly made in 12.49 – “One law 
shall be to him that is homeborn, and unto the stranger that sojourneth 
among you”. 



  
Thus the beliefs, laws, and customs of the host society are to be 
respected by all, homeborn and in-comers alike. In this way, the defining 
“fundamentals” of the home society are preserved from being diluted or 
even destroyed by the presence of any indwelling “strangers and 
sojourners” holding to their own different beliefs, laws and customs.  
 
It is interesting that when in Egypt the Israelites did keep to their own 
ways, and prospered greatly under God’s blessing as a result. They 
came to be seen as a threat to the Egyptians and were duly enslaved 
(Exodus 1.7-14), until the Lord graciously brought them out in the 
Exodus (Exodus 12.41). Later, when in their own land, a key reason for 
the Israelites’ obligation to care for “the stranger” lay in they themselves 
having been “strangers” in Egypt (Exodus 22.21). Later on again, God’s 
covenant people chose entanglement with the alien, idolatrous practices 
that were common in their time, and duly suffered God’s judgments of 
division, defeat and exile: King Solomon had much to answer for in this – 
I Kings 11.1-8. 
 
Currently large but unknown numbers of people, overwhelmingly 
Muslim, are entering Europe and the USA, and these host societies are 
already being significantly changed as a result; (for instance, apparently 
“Muhammed” in its various spellings is the most popular boy’s name in 
Britain for the fifth year running ...). The authorities - and how they need 
our prayers - have to distinguish between those in genuine need or with 
a right to stay, from all the others, and then, let it be said, refuse entry to 
the latter people, preferably before they ever arrive in the host country. 
Quite how and where this distinguishing is to be achieved does not 
concern us here, apart from the need for our earnest prayers for the 
policy-makers coping with these very tricky, highly-charged matters. 
 
We see from Scripture that “loving our neighbour” has everything to do 
with our caring for those in genuine need, and nothing to do with our 
becoming taken over by “strangers and sojourners” dwelling in our midst 
and prioritising their own beliefs and customs over those of the host 
country, no matter how “nice” most of these people may well be. When 
those competing laws and customs involve a clash between the 
originally Judeo-Christian and the Islamic, as is the case now in Europe 
and North America, the situation clearly needs urgent, firm attention.  
 
Praise God, in His good time every knee shall indeed bow at the name 
of Jesus, and every tongue shall indeed confess Jesus’ Lordship 
(Philippians 2.9-11), but until then there is work to be done! 
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