
448 The Sphere and the Spread of Scripture 
 
In our recent Weekly Reflections we have been reminded of the central 
tasks entrusted by the Lord to His Church. First and foremost, as “a 
witness and keeper of holy writ”, the Church is unapologetically to hold 
forth the biblical Gospel of salvation involving personal repentance for 
sins and personal faith in “Jesus Christ as Lord”.  
 
This divine requirement, of humbly bowing the knee and acknowledging 
the Lordship of Someone a great deal higher than Me, runs strongly 
against human instincts of course, and explains why the Lord Jesus, 
while being truly “the solid Rock” on which we can safely build our lives, 
is also a very real “rock of offence” to so many. Even when confronted 
with the Bad News of sin and its present and future consequences on 
the one hand, and the Good News of salvation and its present and future 
consequences on the other, too often the reaction remains - “they all 
with one [consent] began to make excuse ...” and - “we will not have this 
[man] over us” (from Luke 14.18a & 19.14, KJV). 
 
That leaves any local Christian church and its people with the dilemma 
we examined last time: to what extent to “keep up” with modern beliefs 
and lifestyles, so as to be seen to be “with it” – thus giving a warm 
welcome for all into a relaxed, easy-come, easy-go atmosphere. Such 
an approach, which of course is always well-intended, inevitably leads to 
the “adaptation” of biblical teaching on issues such as cohabitation, 
marriage, divorce or homosexuality, so as to avoid the church having to 
say No on some matter and thus give offence. This approach is strong 
on Jesus’ acceptance of all as they are, but weak on His expectation 
thereafter as to how, in Him, they are to be changed into what they 
should be. 
 
The Holy Bible, God’s Word, is referred to as “the Canon of Scripture” 
(see Weekly Reflection 177 on the This Week page of the website). This 
word “canon” means a perfectly straight line, indicating that the Bible is 
the single, reliable and ultimate location of God’s truth and requirements.  
 
This in turn means that literally everything within God’s creation, be that 
past, present and future, lies within what we can term the “sphere of 
Scripture”. All that has ever happened or is yet to happen has its place 
somewhere, somehow, within God’s Word, either explicitly or implicitly. 
In the Bible we do not find anything explicit about, for example, nuclear 
weapons or abortion or horse-racing or global warming or Covid-19 or 
Facebook. Yet within the “canon” and the “sphere” of Scripture” the Lord 



God provides us with a full array of fundamental principles, promises 
and precedents, from which, prayerfully, we can ascertain “God’s will” 
regarding any contemporary issues before us.  
 
We can thus mildly adapt Joseph Scriven’s lovely old hymn “What a 
friend we have in Jesus” to - “... Take it to the Lord – and His Word – in 
prayer”: this addition, (though the words no longer fit the normal tune!), 
recognises that the Lord will always clearly align His guidance within “the 
sphere of Scripture”. This is a vital safeguard for us, for if what we take 
to be His guidance is obviously “contrary to God’s Word written” (see 
Article XX of the 39 Articles), then we can be sure that this is not HIS 
guidance but is coming from somewhere else. 
 
And then within that sphere we come to what we can term “the spread of 
Scripture”. Some aspects of God’s truth are crystal-clear, the Ten 
Commandments being a fine example, in the light of which our response 
is simply - “Thank you Lord, ‘It is written’, so there we are, that’s that”.  
 
But at other times we need to search out the “spread” of Scripture. For 
instance Matthew 18.19, if taken just by itself, seems to allow two 
Christian friends to ask to be given a new Rolls-Royce by Friday 
morning and God the Father will see to it! But they are likely to be 
disappointed, for no one single text of itself gives us the Lord’s full mind 
on a matter, such as in this example concerning prayer, and if we think 
that it does we could get things very wrong. Instead, prayerfully using a 
Concordance, cross-references and perhaps different Bible translations, 
we carefully search out together the fuller “spread” of Scripture on a 
particular subject to enable us to come to a God-honouring decision in 
the situation before us. 
 
So we stay faithful to God’s Word, understanding both the sphere and 
the spread of Scripture. We then proclaim that Word with prayerful, 
caring concern within whichever culture we are set.  
 
Those words from the Lord to old Eli come to mind - “for them that 
honour me I will honour, and they that despise me shall be lightly 
esteemed” (I Samuel 2.30b, KJV); and from the Lord Jesus Himself, “Lo, 
I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28.20). 
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