
410 God’s Peace and God’s Truth 
 
In last week’s Reflection we sought for the Lord in His mercy to “still the 
noise and tumult” so prevalent these days in many places and for many 
reasons. A few topical examples make the point – the dis-United States, 
Covid-19, Hong Kong, Islamic atrocities, migration, stewardship of the 
planet, abortions, Israel and her neighbours, and so on ....  
 
That divine “stilling” involves bringing in peace with all that that peace 
will involve. We thank God for His promises in His Word that such a time 
will indeed come to this earth, when His Christ-ruled kingdom really will 
have come, and when His divine will really shall be done on this earth as 
it is in heaven – the fulfilment of those great requests within “the Lord’s 
Prayer” (Matthew 6.9-13 / and eg., Psalm 86.9 / ...). Until then the 
weekly Sabbath, the day of rest, falling on each seventh day, continues 
to serve as a “type” of this glorious seventh thousand-year period of 
biblical history when Christ’s kingdom will be established on the earth 
(Exodus 20.8-11 / Revelation 20.1-3). Before then though comes first the 
surely-now-imminent “rapture” of the true Church, followed by the 7-year 
period of tribulation, ended by the visible, triumphant return of “the Son 
of man” (egs., I Thessalonians 4.13-18 / Daniel 9.27 / Matthew 24.3-42). 
Quite some future! 
 
But for now God’s Christ-redeemed people remain in this sinful, messed-
up world, expressing God’s peace and truth in Christ. As we all find at 
times, keeping the right balance between peace and truth can be tricky. 
 
We can look first to see some examples of how the Lord God Himself 
upholds both peace and truth in His dealings with this, His creation. After 
the Fall of Genesis 3, He upheld His truth in issuing deserved 
punishments, but also upheld the prospect of His peace with the promise 
of “the seed of the woman”. We see: truth first, with peace to follow. 
 
During the many years of the ark’s construction miles from the sea, that 
ark was God’s truth being clearly stated - judgment was coming, yet 
forgiveness and peace with God were both still possible, for any who 
would pay heed. Again we see: truth first, with peace to follow. 
 
God’s covenant with the seed of Abram was, and is, also all about 
peace, between God and His chosen people, while ever-rooted in the 
truth of who God is and how He is to be honoured and obeyed. That 
peace-truth axis within the covenant has become focussed in Jesus as 
the Messiah, with the final chapters being played out before our eyes 



these days (egs., Luke 21.24 and Romans 11.25 with their two crucial 
“untils”). Through the rest of the Old Testament we frequently see kings 
embracing a so-called peace with idolatrous nations and their false 
gods, with God sending His prophets to speak His own blunt truths to 
these wayward rulers; Elijah with Ahab and Jeremiah with Zedekiah 
come readily to mind (I Kings 17ff / II Chronicles 36ff). Yet again, it is -
truth first, and peace will follow. 
 
In the Gospels both John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus Himself, the 
Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9.6), spoke of truth far more than of peace (egs., 
Matthew 3.1-12; 10.34-42; 23.13-33 / Mark 6.18 / Luke 13.32a; 19.46 / 
John 3.36; 6.40). After the Lord’s ascension the apostles continued 
Jesus’ lead, faithfully holding up “the banner of truth” before all and 
sundry (egs., Acts 2.22-24, 36-40; 4.5-12,19-20; 5.17-33, 40-42; 7.51-
60; 13.9-12, 38-52 / ...): once more, truth first, and peace to follow. 
 
Now of course we all want peace, that “stilling of the tumult”, and we all 
have a part to play in promoting God’s peace (egs., Romans 12.18 / also 
Matthew 5.9 / II Corinthians 13.11 / Colossians 3.15 / I Thessalonians 
5.13 / Hebrews 12.14 / ...), which brings us to the nub of the matter.  
 
When it comes to the balance between, quite rightly, our seeking to build 
peace on the one hand, and to uphold God’s vital truths on the other, it 
is God’s truth that must always come first. When God’s truth is firmly in 
place, then, praise God in Christ, peace flows in abundance! (eg., 
Romans 5.1-2; 8.1, 35-39 / ...). Equally therefore, any cry of “Peace, 
peace”, with no thought of God’s truth producing that peace, delivers 
neither peace nor truth; indeed the Lord God clearly tells us, “There is no 
peace for the wicked” (Isaiah 48.22; 57.21).  
 
The principle is clear: when God’s truth is downplayed then any sort of 
peace turns out to be ill-founded. This vital truth affects the dealings of 
Christians with members of other Faiths on parade around us today, 
such as Atheism in its various guises or Islam. 
 
That pithy little saying is worth mentioning as we close, “Peace at any 
price, but Truth at all costs”. By God’s mercies in Christ, we enter His 
Peace - by first accepting His Truth.  
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