
368 Then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice 
 
The BBC has announced that throughout 2020 its programmes will 
highlight the need to tackle climate change. Sir David Attenborough, who 
has become the unofficial flag-bearer for this subject, believes, along 
with many others, that time is now running seriously short if humanity is 
to avoid climate-change catastrophe.   
 
As Bible-believing Christians we can be somewhat encouraged that 
such moves are afoot, for they spring from a growing recognition of our 
shared responsibility for the well-being of Planet Earth. Though most 
climate-change activists either do not know it or will never admit it, such 
responsibility springs directly from the stewardship of the earth placed 
upon man by our Creator in Genesis Chapter 1: “And God said, Let us 
make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion 
over (... a long list and then) ... over all the earth ... and over every living 
thing that moveth upon the earth” (from 1.26 and 28, KJV).  
 
So these urgent efforts to “save the planet”, while in part being on behalf 
of ourselves, and of “every living thing” around us, and of future 
generations, are above all about our common responsibility under 
Almighty God our Creator, as those made uniquely “in His image”, and 
as such, our being uniquely accountable to Him.  
 
A few examples from God’s Word make the point: “... for we shall all 
stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written, [As] I live, saith 
the Lord, every knee shall bow, and every tongue shall confess to God. 
So then every one of us shall give account of himself unto God” (from 
Romans 14.10-12, including the quotation from Isaiah 45.23); and, “... in 
the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ ...” 
(Romans 2.16); and, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ ...” (II Corinthians 5.10a); and, concerning unredeemed 
Gentiles, “Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick 
and the dead” (I Peter 4.5). 
 
Such mention of our accountability and eventual judgment before the 
Lord is rarely heard these days, (a point worth pondering in itself), yet 
God’s Word is clear on these matters for those “with ears to hear”. By 
contrast to this certainty of future judgment are the many salvation 
blessings we are given in the Christian Gospel. By simple faith in “Christ 
as Lord” we escape judgment and have nothing to fear, (only our “works” 
shall be judged, I Corinthians 3.12-15), for Christ has been judged on 
our behalf and in our place (egs., John 1.29 / Romans 5.8-11 / 



Colossians 1.12-20). Right now, “we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ”, and “[There is] therefore now no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus ...” (egs., Romans 10.9; 5.1; 8.1 / John 
3.14-19, 36 / ...). But for those who despise Jesus’ self-sacrifice on their 
behalf, those words in Hebrews 10.31 come to mind, “[It is] a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living God”. 
 
So we see there is a double urgency over climate-change – Yes, to 
shake governments into action where such action is necessary, but Yes 
all the more, to shake people into returning to Almighty God our Creator 
in deep repentance, and then putting their faith in His Son Jesus Christ, 
with deep gratitude and resolve, to receive their personal salvation. 
 
Some precious words from the Holy Spirit through the psalmist in Psalm 
96 set out the clear, simple, old road to blessing. “O sing unto the Lord a 
new song ... Declare his glory among the heathen ... Give unto the Lord 
the glory [due unto] his name ... O worship the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness: fear before him, all the earth ... Let the heavens rejoice, and let 
the earth be glad ...THEN shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before 
the Lord: for he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth ...” (from vv 
1,2,8,9,11,12,13). What a comfort is this prospect of “the trees rejoicing 
before the Lord” as we are faced with the current heart-breaking scenes 
of the burnt-out trees in south-east Australia. 
 
The “Then” of Psalm 96.12b speaks of such times in the future when 
indeed every knee shall have bowed, and every tongue shall have 
confessed the Lordship of Christ, and “the earth shall be filled with the 
glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (from Philippians 2.9-11 / 
Habakkuk 2.14).  
 
Those times will come, under the merciful sovereignty of Almighty God, 
in His own good time, and quite irrespective of any global warming or 
climate-change that may have been caused by human irresponsibility 
(eg., Genesis 8.20-22).  
 
Meanwhile our tasks as Jesus’ brethren are clear - to continue as faithful 
stewards of the earth, and, crucially, to continue also as faithful 
ambassadors for the Lord Jesus Christ (II Corinthians 5.17-21), for as 
He Himself has promised, “No man cometh unto the Father but by me” 
(John 14.6). 
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