
253 Father and Son 
 
Within the pages of the Holy Bible, the written Word of God, God has made Himself 
known to His creation as God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, the one true 
God whose very nature is as the “Three in One”, the one God in Trinity. Of course 
we are incapable of understanding this truth in all its fulness, but we are right to 
receive it humbly, study what we are told carefully, and seek to live our Christian 
lives in the light of its reality, within a world heading the wrong way and fast, in as 
great a spiritual need as ever. 
 
In this Reflection we examine references in the Gospel of John to the relationship of 
the Father and the Son, (avoiding this time the words of Jesus concerning Himself 
alone). Next time we plan to cover the Holy Spirit references in John’s Gospel and 
Chapter 17 by itself, this being a wonderful summary of the Father-Son relationship 
but also showing how we ourselves, amazingly, are drawn into the life of the Trinity 
by faith in Christ. Through all this we seek to be open to the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of 
truth, guiding us more deeply “into all truth” concerning the very nature of God 
Himself (John 16.13). 
 
The many Father-Son references within John’s Gospel have been loosely grouped 
here under a few headings (except those in Chapter 17 at this stage) to help us 
understand the main points in the limited space we have available in this Reflection. 
There are many more Bible references than usual this time, some of which appear 
more than once. These are included for any who wish to study the Father-Son 
relationship in more detail and thereby receive further blessing, but if they look rather 
daunting, by concentrating on the headings themselves a good understanding of 
what this precious relationship involves can still be gained.  
 
First we are left in no doubt that Jesus is divine Himself, equally divine with the 
Father, notably in the opening words of the Gospel where Jesus is described as “the 
Word” (John 1.1-2, 14; also by the implication of “we”, 3.11 / 3.16, 17 / 5.18b / 6.46, 
62 / 7.29, 33 / 8.35, 38, 58 / 9.35-38 / 10.36 / 13.3 / 16.28 / 20.28, 31). 
 
We learn that within the shared divinity of the Father and the Son there is total 
“Oneness” (3.36 / 5.19-24,43 / 6.45b, 62, 65 / 7.17,29 / 8.16, 18-19, 29, 38 / 10.15, 
30, 38 / 11.41-42a / 13.1, 20 / 14.2, 7, 9-12 / 14.20 / 15.1, 8, 16b, 23-24 / 16.3, 15, 
23, 32b / 20.17), and total love (eg., 5.20 / 10.17 / 14.31 / 15.9). We learn that long 
before the incarnation Jesus was the Agent of creation (1.3) on behalf of God the 
Father (eg., Ephesians 3.9 / Hebrews 1.2). And then of course we learn that Jesus 
Christ has been sent (5.36-38 / 6.29, 38-40 / 7.28-29, 33 / 8.16, 18, 26, 29, 42 / 9.4 / 
12.44, 49 / 13.3, 20 / 16.5 / 20.21). 
 
Once God Himself, as Jesus the Christ, was incarnate on the earth, we are told a 
great deal more about the Father-Son relationship. Crucially, the Father has 
bestowed full authority upon His Son (1.12-13 / 3.35 / 5.22, 27 / 6.37-40 / 13.3 / 
14.6b, 21 / 15.26 / 16.15). Jesus as God's Son emphasises that His whole ministry 
takes its lead from God the Father, so that He says or does nothing apart from His 
Father – thus demonstrating complete, loving divine Oneness in practice. 



 
Jesus is to use this divinely-bestowed authority in total, constant obedience to His 
Father, as He carries out His God-given tasks (4.34 / 5.30, 36 / 6.38 / 8.28-29, 49-
50, 55 / 10.17, 25, 32, 37-38 / 12.27, 49-50 / 14.10, 31 / 15.10, 15b / 18.11, 37).  
 
By using this authority and acting in obedience Jesus is to declare the Father’s 
truths, in which of course Jesus Himself has the central part (1.18 / 2.16 / 7.16-17 / 
8.26, 40 / 10.18, 25, 29, 32, 37 / 12.26-28, 50 / 14.6-12, 21, 23 / 15.1-2, 8, 15b, 16b, 
23-24 / 16.15, 23, 25-28). 
 
The final theme we can identify for this time is that of mutual giving of glory and 
honour between the Father and the Son: by the Son to His Father out of His loving 
obedience; and by the Father to the Son in loving gratitude for Jesus’ going through 
all that the Father was asking of Him (1.14 / 7.18 / 8.50 / 11.4, 40 / 12.28 / 13.31-32 / 
14.13, 28 / 15.8). 
 
 
Next time God willing, we come on to the Person and work of the Holy Spirit as 
revealed to us in John’s Gospel, and then to the riches of John Chapter 17. But for 
now we have ample truth on which to feed as we contemplate the mystery and 
marvel of the Father and the Son within the Trinity: the divinity of Christ, His 
Oneness with the Father, the unceasing love between Father and Son; Jesus being 
sent to this earth, bestowed with divine authority, to serve in obedience and declare 
all that the Father had told Him and to undergo all that the Father asked of Him; 
leading to the giving and receiving of glory between the Father and the Son.  
 
We never forget that the purpose of all this loving action on this earth by God the 
Father and His only begotten Son Jesus Christ is the gift of everlasting life for all who 
believe in Jesus, and “that the world through Him might be saved” (John 3.16-17 / 
Romans 5.1-10).  
 
For our blessing and for His glory, God the Father has so arranged things that His 
only-begotten Son the Lord Jesus Christ is the Key. The Good News stands tall and 
impregnable - in Christ, and in Him alone, all shall be well. 
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