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Over this Easter weekend millions of Christians worldwide, the members of God’s 
Church, the body of Christ, gather together in worship and thanksgiving for the 
life, death and resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, “the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1.29). It is helpful to read again a 
passage such as Colossians Chapter 1, just one passage among the many 
revealing the enormity of Who Christ is, what He has done, why He has done it, 
and how we are to respond.  

 

It is no wonder therefore that the Lord Jesus Christ must always be at the very 
heart of the Church’s existence and actions, without apology or shame, and this 
requirement brings us to the final question we will consider in this 6-week series 
of Reflections concerning “the Church”, namely, how an “on-track” local church 
best relates to the community in which it is set. Now this church-community 
relationship will vary from place to place for all sorts of reasons, but it comes 
down to the need for any local church to find its own range within that Peace-
Truth spectrum where we finished last time.  

 

At the “Peace end” of the spectrum is a strong identity with the local community, 
in an effort to be friendly, visibly helpful in practical ways, and popular. Church of 
England churches have traditionally exemplified this approach, whereby all 
parishioners are legally entitled to a Christian baptism, marriage and funeral, with 
little concern, especially in days gone by, as to their personal beliefs or lifestyles. 
This approach hopefully scores well on “Love your neighbour”, but always risks 
neglecting the higher call upon us to love God with all our being through our 
personal discipleship of His Son Jesus Christ.  

 

The “Truth end” of the spectrum is rather different. Here a local church fellowship, 
probably of “Non-Conformist” background, regards itself as largely detached from 
the community in which it is set, and its message is strong on membership rules 
and on the need for personal salvation by faith in Christ. Such an approach 
faithfully emphasises biblical truths but makes meaningful interaction between 
church and community rarer, and thus harder for a newcomer to “darken the 
doors”. 

 

Which end of the spectrum is right? The answer has to be: neither end! - for 
surely a local church needs to be spread across the spectrum from end to end in 
appropriate ways, always ensuring that both Peace and Truth retain their rightful 
place.  

 



We see in the Gospels how the Lord Jesus does this. He is ever-open to folk 
around Him; time and time again we sense the utter relief of needy individuals 
after the Lord has accepted them in His love. And then, also time and time again, 
we see how Jesus does not leave things there, but seeks to lead them on into 
His further, fuller, deeper Truth. He is always interweaving Peace in His 
acceptance with Truth in His expectation, two classic examples being in John 
Chapter 4 and John 8.1-11. 

 

The new young churches in the Book of Acts show the same balance, of being IN 
the world but not OF it (eg., Romans 12.2a). On the one hand they are outward-
looking in terms of engagement and witnessing, while on the other they remain 
centred on the Person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ, (and notably on the 
historical fact of His resurrection from the dead), clearly explaining the 
implications of all this for the people around them.  

 

So there is the scriptural pattern for a local church, and indeed for its individual 
members too, when it comes to its dealings with the community in which it is set. 
(You might reflect on how your own local church fares on this question). 
Retaining this right balance and spread clearly requires a steady, prayerful 
dependence upon the Holy Spirit.  

 

In recent weeks we have thought much about what makes a healthy local church. 
We end this time by seeing how this healthiness is steadily developed by a 
straightforward two-way process: a healthy church builds up healthy members, 
and healthy members in turn build up a healthy church. In this way the 
“bodyness” of the church in action is demonstrated, with everyone playing their 
part.  

 

This weekend we follow the Lord once again from the upper room to 
Gethsemane; to the High Priest, Pilate, Herod and the mob; to Golgotha and “It is 
finished!”; to the silent tomb; to the resurrection morning, and that one precious 
utterance, “Mary”. What a journey, and all undertaken for people like us (eg., 
Romans 5.1-11).  

 

No wonder we join again with our fellow-members of Christ’s Church in the great 
victory-cry, “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed, Alleluia!” 
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