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We come this time to a common, practical matter: “Which local church is the right 
one for me, or for us? What should we be looking for? How should we decide?”. 

 

This is often tricky for we are well aware of the great range of “church 
experiences” on offer these days. The Church is now more splintered than ever, 
with a certain “consumerism” mood today along the lines of – “If you lot don’t 
provide me with what I want from a church then I’m going somewhere else!”; old 
notions of membership, commitment and loyalty to a local church fellowship are 
often in short supply. Yet the sad fact is that sometimes a change of church is 
necessary – never to be done lightly, and often painful for both sides.  

 

First of all we seek a fellowship whose priorities are in the right place. Is Almighty 
God truly worshipped, preached and taught, in “spirit and in truth”? Is the Gospel 
itself clearly explained – our sinfulness, our need, and the redemption won by 
Christ available to those who will accept Him? Is the Bible truly seen as the 
“Word of God”, the ultimate source of authority? Is there meaty scriptural 
preaching and teaching, holding before the people the Lord’s expectation upon 
them of spiritual growth and holy living? Is there opportunity for the “gifts of the 
Spirit” to be used within the fellowship as intended? Is prayer taken seriously? Do 
the people genuinely display in their dealings with one other “the fruits of the 
Spirit” (Galatians 5.22-23), giving meaningful prayer and practical support? Is 
there a palpable desire for the unity which the Lord so desires? (eg., John 17 / 
Philippians 2.1-16 and 3.1, 7-14, 16-17 and 4.1-9). 

 

Arising from those central basics we come on to the worship. Is God reverently 
approached and worshipped for Who He actually is, the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit? A neglect of any Being within the Trinity, be it within the preaching and 
teaching, the music or the prayers, may seem very trivial, but it soon leads to 
problems and errors; (for instance some newer worship songs in common use 
today are very sloppy on this point, even omitting to identify Who we are actually 
singing to or about). If liturgy is part of the worship life of the church, is this used 
sensitively as a helpful framework upholding scriptural truth, while giving space 
for appropriate spontaneity and variation from the norm? 

 

And what of the music within this church? The deep nature of music means that it 
can bring great blessing or great problems to any church, and very often it is the 
music style which actually displays what a local church thinks about itself. On the 
one hand perhaps a wonderful, professional, robed choir is on offer in a grand 
cathedral, singing fine settings from notable composers for the congregation to 
listen to. On the other, we might go down the road to a school hall where a 
cheery music group is the focus of attention at the front, often with a worship 



leader who decides what is sung, (and how often each song is repeated!). A 
good motto for any church regarding its music might simply be, “Our music is 
only there to assist our worship of the Lord”. 

 

For many parents the activities for children and youth are of course a major 
question, involving not just what is provided, but its source, nature and quality: 
are the children and young people being faithfully taught scriptural truth by 
mature Christians whose lives reflect their teaching?   

 

The relationship of the local church with the “outside world” is obviously 
significant too, which we will hope to consider next time. But we have seen this 
time that the “right-church-for-us” questions come down to something quite 
straightforward. Frankly no local church is perfect, (and nor, of course is any one 
of us), and nor will it be able to “tick all our particular boxes”. Our task is to feel at 
home and play our part in a suitable local fellowship, while as far as possible 
putting up with any features within it which may cause us unease.  

 

This in turn brings us back to that old, crucial balance between Peace and Truth 
in the Christian Church. If the emphasis is too much on “Peace at any price”, for 
fear of giving offence or causing division, then soon biblical Truth will drift away; 
but if it is too much on “Truth at all costs”, then soon biblical Peace – acceptance, 
friendship, unity, support and love - will become hard to find. We find a beautiful 
description of what this “Peace-Truth balance” is all about in Ephesians 4.11-16.  
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