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On Friday 20th January 2017 Mr Donald Trump is to be 
inaugurated as the 45th President of the United States of 
America, and thereby also to become the acknowledged 
leader of the western world. It is no exaggeration to say that 
never has an incoming President aroused such controversy, 
for his arrival is already mired in serious accusations, bitter 
feuds and deep divisions. When we link all this tension with 
the goings-on around the world – such as with Russia, 
China, North Korea, the Middle East, Europe and Africa – 
the Lord’s prophetic words come to mind: “.... upon the earth 
distress of nations, with perplexity; .... men’s hearts failing 
them for fear, and for looking after those things which are 
coming on the earth ....” (from Luke 21.25-26). 
 
In recent Reflections we have been reminded by the Holy 
Spirit from the Book of Job that there really is hope (eg., Job 
11.18) – that strong, settled, certainty that Almighty God, our 
Creator and heavenly Father, will indeed bring all His 
promises to pass. Those promises are centred exclusively in 
God’s Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who remains at the heart 
of all God’s gracious dealings with this wonderful but fallen, 
sinful creation. We have heard afresh that God is the “God 
who appoints” – He sets things up, and nothing at all – not 
the devil, not anyone or anything - can then prevent these 
things from happening (eg., Acts 17.26 & 31). Last week we 
saw that despite the gloom of Ecclesiastes, life remains 
wholly worth living, focussed on “the whole duty of man” to 
fear God and keep His commandments (Ecclesiastes 12.13). 
So whatever else may happen in times to come, the old 
Gospel message, of deep-seated human need before God, 
and of God’s free gift of salvation by faith in Christ, is as vital 
as ever.  



 
In Matthew Chapter 13.24-30 & 36-43 we are given Jesus’ 
parable of the wheat and the tares. He explains to His 
disciples, of both then and now, that He Himself, the Son of 
man, sows into “the field”, the world, “the good seed” who 
are “the children of the kingdom”. But “the enemy”, the devil 
himself, has also sowed his own children. 
 
Now that picture describes the situation that prevails in the 
world today, as has been the case since the rebellion of 
Satan and the fall of man. We dwell in a field where both 
wheat and tares co-exist in competition with each other, (and 
we sometimes find that that field can be, in microcosm, a 
picture of our own lives too: eg., Romans 7.18-25). This 
competition will continue until “the harvest at the end of the 
age” when the angelic reapers will enact God’s judgements 
(vv 39-43).  
 
It is easy to assume without a moment’s thought that folk like 
us are of course the wheat! Yes, by God’s mercy that is 
absolutely true for all those who by faith have accepted 
“Jesus Christ as Lord” of their own lives, with the blessings 
and responsibilities that that acceptance brings (eg., John 
3.14-21 / Acts 2.38 / Romans 5.1). We do not forget for a 
moment that this precious status as “wheat” has nothing to 
do with human merit (eg., Ephesians 2.8-9), and even those 
whom the Lord does count as “wheat” still need to ask Him 
for forgiveness of their sins (eg., Romans 7.21-25 / I John 
1.8-9).  
 
Nor are we to forget the Lord’s concerns, and hence ours 
too, for the many “tares” around us in the field, for whom the 
possibility of a change of “seed-ship” from tare to wheat 
remains wide open through the saving work of Jesus Christ. 
His arms remain outstretched and His words remain on His 
lips – “Come, follow Me”. 



 
So in these risk-filled times we pray especially for Mr Trump 
and for those around him, that they may indeed be enabled 
by the Holy Spirit, whether they realise this or not, to give 
“wheaty”, God-honouring leadership, despite all the 
temptations not to do so. For the rest of us, we continue to 
serve Christ and one another, standing fast against the wiles 
and tares of the devil (eg., Ephesians 6.10-18 / I Peter 5.6-
10), and remembering how the Lord’s wheat-and-tares 
parable finishes: the day will come when, “.... the righteous 
shall shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father ....” 
(Matthew 13.43).  
 
Thanks be to God, that will be quite a day! 
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