
210 The God who appoints 
 
The entry of the human race into Anno Domini 2017 finds 
many of us more than usually reflective as we look back, 
around and ahead. There is no getting-away from the fact 
that events in the world are gathering pace in terms of both 
threatening possibilities and deeds being committed that are 
so foul as to defy imagination. No wonder there is 
apprehension as to where all this is going to end up. 
 
In last week’s Reflection we came cross Zophar getting 
something right with Job - “And you shall trust, because 
there is hope” (Job 11.18, Literal) – hope that is rock-solid in 
both its foundation and certainty of fulfilment. This time we 
can fill out our understanding of this Christian hope a little 
further, for we are in the hands of Almighty God our Creator, 
the one true God and the only One who - appoints!  
 
A short time in the Concordance tells us more. In his address 
to the Athenians (Acts 17), Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
explains that God “ .... hath determined the times before 
appointed .... he hath appointed a day in the which he will 
judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath 
ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in 
that he hath raised him from the dead” (vv 26 and 31, AV). 
 
This “man whom he hath ordained” is none other than God’s 
own Son – for God “hath in these last days spoken unto us 
by His Son, who he hath appointed heir of all things, by 
whom also he made the worlds ....” (Hebrews 1.2, AV). 
 
We are reminded in these passages that God has appointed 
His own Son both as judge of this world and heir of all things. 
This Christ-judgement will take place (not “might” take place) 
on a day already divinely appointed: it is going to happen. 



Now these are solemn promises given clearly to humanity by 
Almighty God our Creator. Yet - “all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God” (Romans 3.23). In our natural 
human state, we are all fallen, by sin, from what we should 
be and we are all incapable of closing the gulf that exists 
between us and this perfect, holy God. If we remain as we 
are in our natural state, spurning the Rescue that God has 
freely provided, the impending Christ-judgement is indeed 
something to be dreaded (eg., Revelation 20.11-15). 
 
But while God is going to judge, and has every right to do so, 
He is also deeply loving: He “will have all men to be saved, 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For there is 
one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ransom for all, to be 
testified in due time” (I Timothy 2.4-6, AV). Jesus Christ is 
the God-provided, one-and-only Rescuer, the unique Bridger 
of the God-Man gulf.  
 
Those who have the sense to accept Jesus Christ as their 
own Lord and Saviour receive all the blessings! – such as 
those mentioned in I Peter 2.1-10. In verse 8 of that passage 
we learn by contrast that those who “stumble” over the 
“stone of stumbling” through disobedience were “appointed” 
by God so to do: were these disobedient people somehow 
“pre-programmed” by God to be disobedient!?? Here is an 
example of that seeming paradox we come across 
sometimes in Scripture, between the sovereignty of God on 
the one hand and the freedom of Man on the other. These 
two strands will be seen in eternity to be perfectly interwoven 
in the wisdom of God, but for now it suffices to know that we 
are all “without excuse” before our Creator: inherently we all 
know what is right, we all have the freedom to desire what is 
right, and thus have no grounds for moaning at God if we 
choose the opposite direction and end up facing His 
judgement (eg., Romans 1.16-2.1a).  



 
2017 is upon us. Above and beyond any possible 
apprehension we praise God that He is in charge, in far more 
charge than we can ever imagine! He is the God who 
appoints, and all His appointings find their focus in Christ 
Jesus His Son. Jesus in turn is the Lord and Saviour of all 
who will put their trust in Him. May we continue to pray for 
the leaders of the nations, and to “hold forth the word of life” 
by our words, deeds and lives. 
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