
 

The Tender Mercy of our God - Week 93 

 

The elderly couple, Zacharias and Elisabeth are described as being "both 

righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the 

Lord blameless (Luke 1.6) - quite a description! They were honoured by the Lord 

by being granted a son, way past the normal years for such a gift, whose name 

they were told was to be John. From the time of Zachariah's encounter with the 

angel of the Lord in the temple, they both knew their son was already marked out 

by the Lord for a particular and wonderful ministry - to prepare the way of the 

Lord for the Anointed One, the Messiah Himself. 

 

After John's birth, we read that his father was filled with the Holy Ghost, and burst 

forth in praise and prophecy (1.67ff), a beautiful passage of Scripture now known 

to us as the Benedictus. He praised the Lord God of Israel (verse 68), for keeping 

His promises, and His oath sworn to their father Abraham (verse 73). The 

presence of this little son before Zachariah's own eyes was proof of what the old 

priest describes as "the tender mercy of our God". God had kept His promises, 

bringing to pass exactly what He had foretold through His prophets, so, come 

what may, Zachariah knew that all would be well for God's people. 

 

And the same holds good for today, for God's people of today - those who, still by 

"the tender mercy of our God", are redeemed by faith in His Son, the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 

What a lovely phrase is this, "the tender mercy of our God", in these troubled 

days! The Greek original, on which our English translation "tender" is based, is 

rather stronger, using the word "splagxna", which literally means "bowels" - thus 

reading literally "through the bowels of mercy of our God". "Bowels" in biblical 

days referred to the very heart of our being, the innermost seat of tenderness, 

affection, love, mercy, compassion and longing.  

 

We get the message. The Lord God longs to bless His people, from the very 

heart and depths of His Being. There is nothing about Him that makes Him 

disinterested in His creation, or causes him to be cold or distant towards us. Has 

not Christ died for us when we were still sinners (Romans 5.8)? Can we not all 

say, with Paul, "the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 

God, who loved me and gave Himself for me (Galatians 2.20)?  

 



We know from experience that the Lord God acts in His own time and manner, 

according to His own timetable and priorities rather than ours, to which at times 

we can react by doubting Him or murmuring against Him. But the hope He has 

set before us is "an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" (from Hebrews 

6.18-19) - totally trustworthy, unchanging, and rock-solid.  

 

Time and again in Scripture the Holy Spirit reassures us that God knows what He 

is doing, that He is utterly faithful, and He will do it. 

 

We do well to hold fast to these promises from the Lord made throughout His 

Word, as we see and hear often-appalling news headlines from around the world. 

There are many indications that the spiritual war on this Earth, that has been 

waged against God by the devil and his agents since just after the creation, is 

"hotting up" - militant Islam being one particularly nasty example of this war.  

 

We pray for our leaders. We pray for one another. We live our daily lives as 

decent, cheerful ambassadors of Christ, steadily pointing by deed and word to 

the Lord Jesus Christ, God's One, Single, All-Sufficient Answer for this world, its 

peoples and its needs.  

 

Let us hold to the great truth that at the heart of all human existence is the God 

who created us, who wishes us well, and who in Christ shows forth "the tender 

mercy of our God"! 
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