
Better Together - Week 92 

 

It's over! - the people of Scotland have decided in a referendum to remain as part 

of the United Kingdom.  

 

As those who are seeking to be Christ's "faithful sheep" in this topsy-turvy world, 

it is timely in this Weekly Reflection to react briefly from a biblical perspective to 

all that has been going on; for the issues raised are significant, and are relevant 

not only in the United Kingdom but in other nations too. 

 

First we note the total absence in public debate of any reference to Almighty God 

our Creator. Please God, a great deal of effective prayer has been lifted to the 

"throne of grace" over the months concerning this independence debate, but this 

prayer has been confined to individuals and congregations. Did any political 

speaker, anywhere, at any time, speak of our need to "seek God's face" in this 

matter? Yet constitutionally we remain a Protestant Christian country! "The fear 

of the Lord" - our awareness of Him, our submission to Him - "is the beginning of 

knowledge" (Proverbs 1.7). Our leaders seem to have forgotten that simple fact, 

or to think that it is not true. 

 

Second, we can be thankful that democracy has worked: an emotive, complex 

political question has been debated and decided peacefully within the rule of law, 

an achievement that would be impossible in many parts of the world. Equally we 

must avoid the popular trap of thinking that democracy is the finest form of 

government that has ever been devised, for it isn't! - its great weakness being the 

assumption that mere majority opinion should always win the day. Far better is 

the theocracy system involving divinely-appointed, God-fearing leaders, directing 

the affairs of  an equally God-fearing people in accordance with God's ways and 

wishes. The rule of Moses is the outstanding scriptural example set before us, 

which worked fine as long as Moses kept faithful to the Lord, and the people kept 

faithful to the covenant.   

 

The referendum debate has also highlighted the immense power of opinion polls. 

When the poll results showed the Yes and No camps were running neck and 

neck, the whole feel of the debate suddenly and radically changed: the overall 

tone became nastier, and intimidation crept in. Were these figures accurate? - 

and even if they were, was it democratically helpful to publicise them? Pollsters' 

findings undoubtedly shape people's thinking, meaning that they no longer 

concentrate on the real issues of the debate.There does seem to be a strong 

argument for limiting the activities of the pollsters in the approach to an election 

or referendum, as is already done in some countries.  



 

The broadcasting media also deserve mention. They have a necessary and tricky 

job to do, but their blanket coverage for weeks and weeks can become counter-

productive. They have to fill their programmes with something, so they interview 

anyone at all about anything at all! They assume that thereby they are assisting 

in the debate, but often the effect can be negative - the torrent of irrelevant 

blather they stir up masks the real issues and causes many viewers and listeners 

to "switch off".  

 

A more sinister point is the influence that a TV film crew can have. The members 

of any small, well-organised pressure group, with a voluble speaker and five 

placards held up in the background, are able to reach, via a TV camera, a far 

larger audience than their numbers or arguments may merit. And if these people 

can get on to television regularly, public perceptions can undoubtedly be altered. 

TV in particular, by its very nature, seems to be gullible to manipulation by such 

pressure groups.  

 

So - two cheers for democracy and three cheers for Almighty God! Sadly, the 

days of this country being a God-fearing nation are long gone, but in preserving 

the existence of the United Kingdom by this referendum result, the Lord has held 

back from passing the judgement on us that our national deeds so clearly 

deserve. 

 

The way back to Him as a nation is still open, and His redeemed people here 

must proclaim that way, so beautifully expressed in these old words from II 

Chronicles 7.14 - "If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble 

themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then 

will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land". 

 

What an invitation! What a promise! 
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