
 

My Brother's Keeper? - Week 87 

Cain killed his brother Abel, in anger and jealousy (Genesis 4.1-16). In answer to 

the Lord's question as to Abel's whereabouts, Cain replied along the lines of - 

"How should I know? Am I my brother's keeper?". 

It's a good question, especially in these turbulent days. Who exactly is "my 

brother"? (and "sister" of course). What exactly are my responsibilities to him, if 

any? If there are atrocities being committed by my fellow human beings 

thousands of miles away, is that anything to do with me? If I suspect children are 

being mistreated a few doors up the street from me, am I in any sense their 

"keeper"? 

Perhaps our Christian calling is to look the other way? After all, the Lord speaks 

to us clearly in His Word about the danger of our wrongly judging one another (eg 

Matthew 7.1-5). We have no permission to go round tut-tutting at the faults of 

others, while overlooking the probably-greater faults within our own lives. 

This might suggest we are to keep our heads down regarding other people's 

behaviour, minding our own business, living our own lives, and allowing "our 

brothers" to live their lives as they think best. That is very much the mood of the 

age we are in: "live and let live", "anything goes", "nothing to do with me" - all 

summed up in that popular buzz-word, "tolerance"! If this is all the Lord means 

when He tells us not to judge one another, then Cain looks to have been right! - 

brother Abel was nothing to do with him. 

But in terms of judging others, the Lord mainly had in mind the conduct of the 

Pharisees. These well-meaning, devout people had "lost the plot" in terms of 

what truly mattered. For them, everything had become about rules and 

appearance and meticulous details being meticulously observed. The notion of 

their simply seeking to love God and their neighbours had become foreign to 

them, so their constant, critical judgement of "the lesser people" around them had 

become second nature. 



Their idea of being "their brothers' keeper" was to tell every brother they could 

find what he or she should and should not be doing! No wonder the Lord 

commands a firm "No thank you" to that sort of approach. 

A far more frequent and lovelier theme in Scripture than the instruction not to 

judge one another is the emphasis on our all being "in this together". We have 

one wonderful Creator. We are all members of the one amazing human family He 

has brought into being. At whatever level we look, we see the truth of those old 

words from the poet John Donne - "no man is an island, entire of itself". Instead, 

familyness, fellowship, sharedness, togetherness, are all part of natural, normal 

human existence. We really are "in it together", for that is how Almighty God has 

set things up, and how He wants and expects them to be. And that means of 

course, we do have responsibilities to one another. We are indeed, properly 

understood, to be "our brothers' keeper". 

My brother, my sister, are simply my fellow human beings. First and foremost I 

am bidden to love God with all that I am and have, and then to love my 

neighbours, my brothers and sisters, as much as I love myself. These are the 

basic rules, which carry no surprise for us. 

In practice, our response to both of these commandments is to "seek God's 

best", initially for God Himself, and then for our fellow human beings. That "best" 

will be fully achieved when first, we are all finally living at peace with our Maker 

through faith in His Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and second, flowing on from that, 

living at peace also with one another, with self, and with the rest of God's 

creation. 

We are still far short of that full and final peace, but, praise God, one day it will 

happen for all those who have accepted the deep grace of God so freely offered 

to us in Christ. Until then, working towards that glorious final state is our shared 

task. 

So, we do indeed have responsibility towards our brothers and sisters, for their 

well-being under the Lord, be they fellow Christians or not.  How to exercise that 

responsibility in each case is another matter! - especially if we are confronted 

with wrongdoing in the lives of others.  Prayer, wisdom, tact, kindness and 



humility - indeed as many of those "fruits of the Spirit" as may be required -all 

have their place (Galatians 5.22-23). 

In seeking to help one another to find and keep to the Lord's paths, our approach 

is nothing to do with, "You rotters, look at me and be like me!". Rather it has 

everything to do with "We look to Him, Jesus Christ the Lord, as together we 

seek to become more the people He wants us to be". 

That approach fosters judgement-free humility, acknowledging that we are all in 

need of God's forgiveness in Christ, and of supportive encouragement from one 

another. Equally it fosters our God-given obligation to look out for one another, to 

care for one another, even if that is not always easy or comfortable. 

"Am I my brother's keeper?" The answer is a clear "Yes". But we tread gently in 

that task, for under the Lord we are all in this together.  
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