
The Prince of Peace - Week 54 
 
One of the lovely names promised for the incarnate Lord Jesus) is "the Prince of 
Peace" (Isaiah 9.10). 
 
What an irony it is that as we worship the Lord as the Prince of Peace at 
Christmastime, the news headlines from around the world all too often speak of 
the very opposite of peace. 
 
Herod had no thought of the infant King being the bringer of peace. Rather here 
was a direct threat to Herod's own position, and as such the Child was to be got 
rid of without delay. In place of peace there was horror and weeping in the 
villages around Bethlehem (Matthew 2.18). 
 
In His own adult ministry the Lord as Prince of Peace made things very clear - 
"Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division" (Luke 
12.51).  
 
Sure enough, His words were proved correct. Many flocked to this wonderful 
Figure, marvelling at His authoritative teaching and God-wrought healings. But 
others, especially the ones who should have known better, said a very firm, very 
loud "NO! Away with Him! Crucify Him!". And they got their way. 
 
The rest of the New Testament continues the same theme - the constant clash 
between the Lord Jesus Christ and His people on the one hand, and those who, 
for whatever reason, chose to reject and reject and reject. Think of the many 
incidents in Acts, and of Paul's experiences revealed in the epistles he wrote to 
the young churches. Those early years of the Church and Christian Gospel were 
far more about division than peace. 
 
In our day nothing has changed in terms of this division. Recent findings 
published just before Christmas tell us that Christians are persecuted these days 
more than the members of any other world Faith.  Apparently life for Christians in 
139 countries of the world today is made difficult, and in 23 of those countries life 
for Christians is made totally impossible. North Korea heads the list of shame, 
where even possession of a Bible merits the death sentence; closely behind 
come countries such as Saudi Arabia,  Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Egypt and 
Somalia. (We can only thank God, and pray, and give practical support, for our 
brothers and sisters in Christ in such places, where the  "underground church" 
thrives against all the human odds. Talk about faith, and courage, and the 
indwelling Holy Spirit!).  
 
It is sobering to realise from this list of persecuting nations that one is an atheist 
Communist state, and the others are all Islamic to a greater or lesser extent.  
 
We should also mention the deep division that exists between Judaism and the 
Christian Church. This friction is expressed clearly by the political and religious 
authorities in the state of Israel, where there is acute sensitivity regarding 
Christian activities. These are tolerated - they have to be in such a place! - but 



are kept within well-defined limits. The simple truth is that Jewish anatagonism 
towards Jesus of Nazareth is never far from the surface.  
 
So what is going on with all this? How is it that the Prince of Peace is such a 
Figure of division? What are we to make of it all? 
 
We are to make of it just this. The Lord Jesus is indeed the Prince of Peace. The 
peace He brings and represents will one day triumph over all, and true peace will 
burst forth. One day, every knee shall indeed bow, and every tongue shall indeed 
confess, that Jesus Christ is Lord (for example: Philippians 2.10-11 / Isaiah 45. 
23-25 / Psalm 110.1). Just read the Book of Revelation again, and especially 
Chapters 19 - 22, for a reminder of what is going to happen. 
 
But until then, the division will continue. Until then, the Holy Spirit will continue to 
convict the world of sin, righteousness and judgement (John 16.7-11). To 
understand the fuller meaning of the Greek word translated "convict" in the KJV, 
we note that it is also translated elsewhere in the New Testament as "reprove / 
rebuke / convince / tell of fault".  
 
That is the spiritual process that is currently taking place. And the focus of the 
Holy Spirit's work is of course people's reaction to the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, 
the Messiah, God's Anointed One - the Prince of Peace. 
 
Some will accept Him. Some will reject Him. It is a story of continuing division, 
which need cause us no surprise or dismay. 
 
And meanwhile, on the eve of this new year, of 2014 years since the birth of the 
Prince of Peace, let us accept the Lord's gift given to His first disciples in that 
locked room (John 20.19-21) - "Peace be unto you .... Peace be unto you".  
 
May we live out His peace - the peace that He bestows, right here and right now, 
on all those who will believe in Him. 
 
2 Corinthians 13.14. 
 
 
 
 
 


