
53 Step by step by faith  
 
The incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ is utterly crucial in the dealings of 
Almighty God the Father with His fallen creation. For it was the start of the 
fulfilment of His long-ago promise to Adam and Eve in the Garden - that pathetic 
pair who knew they had fouled everything up. A seed of the woman would indeed 
bruise the serpent's head - a vital step in the story of redemption and restoration. 
 
But incarnation unavoidably involved humanity - fallen humanity! A virtuous 
young woman had to be sought out, who would allow herself to be used for this 
momentous pregnancy. A husband had to be sought out, who would accept what 
he was told about the conception of this child, and who would protect his wife and 
the Someone Else's Child within her womb. 
 
We are so familiar with the beautiful scriptural accounts of the birth of the Lord. 
We have the great benefit of hindsight, and favourite carols and the glow of 
Christmas - we know that everything turned out just fine! 
 
Joseph and Mary had none of those assurances. Singly and together they had to 
come to terms with what was happening to them - to them of all people! Yes, they 
were a good, decent, God-fearing couple, but frankly they were nothing special. 
They were just a typical couple engaged to be married, with their lives set out 
before them focussed on a carpenter's shop in Nazareth.. They had every reason 
to keep asking - Why us?  
 
Then there was that awful census imposed on everyone (Luke 2.1) - demanding 
a winter's journey of 80 miles through wild hill country down to Bethlehem. It 
could not have come at a worse time for them. Whatver was going on? Whatever 
was the Lord God playing at? Or had they got this whole thing just terribly wrong?  
 
The one sign they possessed, to cling to throughout this ordeal - the proof that 
they had not got this wrong at all - was the Child Himself. 
 
And so, step by step by faith, on they went. There was nothing else they could 
do. They had very little clue as to how things were going to turn out. The no-
room-at-the-inn problem in Bethlehem was just the latest in a long line of "Oh no" 
moments for them.  
 
But by then they must have been well-used to "taking it to the Lord in prayer", as 
one of the old hymns puts it. All the Lord must have heard in that particular 
prayer was, "Lord we're at our wits end - please sort it". And He did. 
 
He sorted everything, as He wished, and only when the particular need arose. 
They could not see it, but at every single step of their step-by-step-by-faith, the 
Lord was one gracious, strong step ahead of them. Meanwhile He simply said to 
this remarkable couple He had prepared and chosen, "Trust me, follow your 
noses, step by step by faith - even when everything seems to be madness". And 
Joseph and Mary were given the grace to do just that.  
 



And the rest, thank God, is history! No wonder "we believe in one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten not made, of one Being with 
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
of the Virgin Mary, and was made man" (part of the Nicene Creed). Wonderful! 
 
For us today? The same Lord, and the same call to practise that simple, steady 
step-by-step-by-faith. 
 
Glory to God in the highest! - and the blessings of Christmas be upon you and 
yours. 
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