
125 "as much as lieth in you ...." 

 

Please, our dear Overseas' Readers, bear with us! We need to react this time, in 

the light of God's Word, to the remarkable election result that has just occurred in 

the United Kingdom, for the issues that this result has thrown up are highly 

relevant to "Christ's faithful sheep" in whichever country or political system we 

happen to live.  

 

The main features of this General Election result - a small overall majority for the 

Conservatives, the Scottish Nationalists winning all but three seats in Scotland, a 

slump in the fortunes of both Labour and the Liberal Democrats, the smaller 

parties winning many more votes than parliamentary seats - have been 

extraordinary, all the more so as the many opinion polls turn out to have been 

very wide of the mark. The political significance of all that has happened is 

enormous, and the country will certainly never be the same again. 

 

So how do we, as Christians, respond to all this? - especially in the light of many 

fervent prayers over the past months for the Lord's mercy on this wayward 

country, and for His sovereignty over this crucial election. 

 

The first response is to remember Who is Who round here! Frequently the cry 

goes  up, "Keep God out of politics!", as if somehow politics is the Ultimate Big 

Deal, far too big to be cluttered up with any talk of God and His wishes. Clearly 

that reaction is as silly, arrogant and wrong, as ever, for politics, like everything 

else in human existence, is firmly under the sovereignty of Almighty God, 

whether that sovereignty is acknowledged or not.  

 

Politics is simply one of many channels by which human beings work out the very 

things which matter so much to the Lord, such as justice, compassion, 

responsibility, good neighbourliness and so on. No, as Christians we are wholly 

correct in seeking to bring to the Lord and His Word all the current issues of the 

day, whatever they may happen to be, seeking His principles, His promises, His 

guidance at the very heart of any political debate and decision-making that may 

be necessary. 

 

Next on this remarkable day we can be very thankful: thankful to the Lord in our 

prayers that this whole electoral process has passed off safely, peacefully, 

lawfully and freely, a process which is simply not possible in so many parts of the 

world these days; and thankful also, as we mark the 70th anniversary of VE Day, 

for all who have gone before us in our country, whose efforts and sacrifices in 



war and peace have won all these blessings for us. We must never forget. We 

must never take these blessings for granted. 

 

And then we come to our prayers and Christian citizenship. We know full well as 

Christians that we are to pray for all who are set over us in positions of authority 

(eg., Luke 20.19-26 / Romans 13.1-7 / I Timothy 2.1-3). All politicians need our 

prayers! They are for the most part well-meaning people who want to make a 

positive difference; they are ordinary people just like the rest of us, with hopes 

and fears, strengths and weaknesses, successes and failures. In their positions 

of weighty political responsibility, their decisions have far-reaching spiritual and 

practical effects on the lives of perhaps millions of people. How they need to get 

things right! 

 

How are we to pray for them? One Bible verse comes to mind as a start - "If it be 

possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men" (Romans 12.18, 

AV). There, the Holy Spirit is urging us through Paul to be people of peace, with 

everyone, as much as is possible. Such a peace-seeking, consensus-building 

approach is especially relevant in British politics at this time, after a fierce 

election campaign and with the future relationship between the four nations of the 

United Kingdom a matter of suspicion and uncertainty. 

 

So may our prayers be that the Holy Spirit will arouse in our politicians a desire to 

"make a go of things" together, as much as they are able, by taking God-

honouring decisions for the well-being of all. Such "living peaceably" together is 

not only vital for politicians; it might just apply to everyone else too, with Christian 

people like us expected to give a clear lead. 

 

© 2015 Faithful Sheep Ministries  - www.fsmins.org 


